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Born in 1974, Jesse Reno is a self-faught mixed-
media painter. He lives and works in his home studio in
Portland, Oregon. He's been drawing since he was five
years old, painting and showing his works publicly since
2000.

Website: www .jessereno.com
E-mail: jessereno@jessereno.com
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Statement

Man's sentience separates him from all other spe-
cies in the animal kingdom. He cages, exploits, and
consumes all species of animal (including his own) for
pleasure and power. He avoids his conscience by de-
ceiving himself, distancing himself from responsibility and
guilt. He creates a god fo take ultimate responsibility for
his actions. He creates angels and devils to both guide
him and to blame for the actions he himself can not ex-
cuse. He creates 'right' and ‘wrong’ to justify the rest.
And finally, he

then uses these concepts to define and control
the actions of others who might threaten him. He seeks
to control and secure his life at every turn believing he
deserves more with each new day. He works and saves
to achieve control over his life, letting the opinions of the
masses secure his sense of righteousness.

All along he is caging himself, deepening his own
isolation - afraid and confused with the world around
him. Personal truth always comes second in a world
where allis paid in bills. He's left to fight wars he does not
understand and pay taxes to a system he knows only as
empire. All the while, everything around him is viewed
in terms of money, class, race, control, ownership, laws,
gods, morals, and personal success (all that is specific to
human kind.) If he stops to think for himself he will realize
he is responsible for his own entrapment. The animals he
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thinks he is above are truly free, making all their decisions
based on personal instinct, the only frue right or wrong.
Decisions made for basic survival.

Ongoing Exhibitions

Ad Gallery - San Jose, CA

Beverly S. Kaye - Woodbridge, CT
Brassington Point Galllery - Concord, OH
Chiaroscuro Art - B’Kara, Malta

Hoodoo Mo - Hannibal, Ml

Jack Fischer Gallery - San Francisco, CA
Outsider Gallery - Rockland, ME

Pi Art Gallery - Kansas City, MO
Shooting Gallery - San Francisco, CA

Selected Exhibitions 2006

January Blk/Mrkt Gallery - Culver City, CA
Pi Art Gallery - Kansas City, MO

Unk Gallery - Salt Lake City, UT

February The Goodfoot - Portland, OR
April Brave Art - Whistler, BC

May Diesel - New York City, NY

June Zeitgeist Gallery - Portland, OR
November Backspace - Portland, OR
Urban Artworks - Atlanta, GA
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As we know, you are a self-taught and outsid-
er artist, and you have created many works. How
did you start the career? What memory you never
forget in earlier days?

| began my making art shortly after my band
of 7 years broke up.. this was around 1999.. prior to
this id been completely focused on music playing
shows and recording.. once this fell apart i didnt
know what to do with myself..i started painting
in the first year i did about 100 pieces.. once my
house was full of art i started trying to get shows an-
ywhere i could. My first show was in a coffee house,
then a tattoo shop, then a hairsalon, and next a
community gallery.. by my second year of paint-
ing i was organizing shows and currating as well as
painting all the time.. ive always been on the path
of any means neccassary what ever i have to do
to make things happen i did and do..
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Who ever inspired you very much? How does
the culture affect your creating concept?

My biggest inspirations have been my friends,
chris giordani, doug boehm, eric wixon, ashley
montague, as well as the art of indiginous people,
and primitive cultures..

My work is a reflection of our culture and its
conflict with the natural order of things.. the struggle
to maintain a sense of personal truth and growth in
a society where almost everything is reduced to
money.. its a struggle.. its hard to even see things in
a natural sense. | reach for the past when we could
look insde ourselves for answers, strength and the
frue meaning of life.. living..

01 Jesse Reno and his works
02 When | lived in the old country
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Could you introduce recent art works
like “Sometimes We Close Our Eyes When
We Are Running”?

Sometimes we close our eyes- deals
with how we can often forget our paths or
even choose to close our eyes and ignore
the problems in our lives.. Sometimes it just
seems easier to pretend then face reality..
its easy to be afraid of the future. However
intense things can be its best to keep your
eyes open..

BLK/MRKTIRISBIE
FRATBLK/MRKTZE BR BTt Y
BE - RIS AEE KA 55T
RSB © BI5x 102 RAIEIR
£ EERFENEAMEBRREES
R SR EHEMES - BRE

4 dpi | 2007

ReXfESRRR - HrIRIE
RV - BEEMEEY
BRZEF » IR ARIEE
Zo ERENE L BAESR
EZEHBMAEERT > 23]
TSR -

About BLK/MRKT Gallery installa-
tion, we can see your creating process on
website and it is interesting. Please tell us
something about this project.

For my installation at BLK/MRKT i live
painted to 5x5ft panels set together to
create a 5x10ft wooden canvas.. i paint-
ed the panels live at my artist reception.
The process was the same as always, i
just started painting laying down random
colors and lines till i began to see images..
i then follow out what i see. | had originally
thought i would paint a combination of
whales and snake armed beings, as you
can see that did not happen.. this is at
the essence of my process, creativity, and
personal quest, following out those things
unintended that show themselves during
life.. assessing why one image or opportu-
nity pulls you more then the next. | always
seek to move through instinct to find out
what i really think outside of the grips of
society and system..
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Why do you paint so many “faces” in your
works? Do they present your daily observation of

people on streets?

| always start with face they just reflect my own
emotions or feelings or the emotions and ideas of
people close to me.. | always think most about a feel-
ing in my work then any other aesthetic.. | just look
for a mood.. My work is more less my visual diary of
thoughts and ideas | encounter. | rarely render obser-
vations of other people or instances.. My work comes
from within and forms itself organically out of random

lines and colors.. The more unexpected the better for

me.. I'm always looking for happy accidents.. | feel
there is more truth in an unknown line than a calcu-
lated decision.. Most decisions are contaminated by
the outside and its intention..

Many people say that your works look so expres-
sive; how do you think about the comment?2

That's exactly what i go for, expression.. above
all else i hope to convey and emotion that pulls one
in to ask the questions why.. i fry to keep my work
open but suggestive so people can apply the work
to themselves..
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Since you create many works, which one could
be your recent favorite and represent your style the
best?

At the moment | would have to say my favorite
paintings is-

Waiting for tomorrow / meeting your potential
— this painting deals with just what it says, the feel-
ing of waiting for what will come next then meeting
face to face.. My art has put my life on a course of
constant quest and growth. | always feel like I'm wait-
ing for what will come next and reveal it self to me.
Recently | feel I've really met my potential creatively
and personally.. this painting reflects those ideas and
feelings.. connecting with my destiny both in person
and quest..
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Beside personal creations, you
have some products like toys, books
and silkscreen; could you introduce
some special with us?

My most recent product crea-
tionis my new full color book, it has 132
pages over 100 works are featured in
the book.. it is a collection of paint-
ings from the last 2 years featuring
paintings, murals, and installations..
im planning on releasing a new book
each year from here on out with the
best 100 paintings or so of the year..
other than that ive just been focusing
on painting and doing murals..

03 Waiting For Tomorrow-meeting Your Potential

04 Guardian of the pharoh

05 Conquest-the journey of lies

06 The wisdom of snakes can be seen in their movement

07 Truth will measure spread

08 Totem on the shore

09 Comprehending magic + when will | meet dinosaurs-genu-
ine sheeps clothing-there are many connections we are un-
able to see — a sheep in sheeps clothing 3 days later

10 Munny 3
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What is your dream now?

My long term dream now is to connect
and exhibit with indigenous people from around
the world in a large gallery exhibit connecting
with these people and there art.. my hope is to
pay respect to the people that have inspired
my art, life, and personal quest.. i want people
who enjoy my work to know where it comes
from and see the connections.. i feel the past
is offen overlooked, there is so much fruth in
purity in this work, and it gets brushed aside for
pop culture and man made goods.. i just want
people to reconnect to themselves and there

instincts.. fsfe]]

11 From a whale back to a horse
12 Use Your Feathers To See

13 So we may live like kings+

14 Bee keeper
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